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Abstract:
changeable space as Temporary Home. A Qualitative exploration of 
life in an experimental student House.
This article reports from a study 
of living experiences in a time-
based and experimental stu-
dent house, “Trestykker”i, that 
was designed and then subse-
quently constructed in Trond-
heim, Norway, during a student workshop in the summer of 2005. 
The use of the flexible solutions provided by Trestykker has made the 
project relevant for a reflection of “time-base” as architectural design 
premise. in this article, the term time-based denotes a non-perma-
nent house, where moveable elements are used to change its interior 
space, adapting it to different needs from time to time. by analys-
ing interviews and diaries of the inhabitants, three themes dealing 
with living experiences have emerged: (1) the dwelling as a changing 
scene, examining the daily use of flexibility and changeability of the 
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room; (2) social life as collaboration, examining issues of social life 
and privacy; and (3) the dwelling as image statement, examining the 
meaning ascribed to the house by the inhabitants. our findings in this 
specific case indicate that the flexible solutions engage the inhabit-
ants in creating their home environment. enthusiasm in (re-)creation 
of the house is a way of generating attachment to a temporary home. 
on the practical level, the space supports various social activities, 
but limits privacy, and therefore collaboration between the inhabit-
ants is needed. further, the experimental housing form supports the 
contemporary lifestyle of the inhabitants. in general, aspects such as 
adaptability of the living space and the possibility for social interac-
tion are considered important to increase personal attachment to 
one’s place even if a person only stays for a short period.  
Key words:
student housing, temporary housing, experimental house, flexibility, 
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Introduction 
–	I	 live	 in	a	 large	box	with	no	
walls	 and	 a	 lot	 of	windows	 all	
the	way	round.	And	in	the	room	
there	 are	 three	 boxes	 one	 lives	





































































and	 closed	 by	 folding	 and	
sliding	 wall	 elements.	 The	









The sleeping boxes during daytime















Students,	 as	 all	 other	 people,	 are	 not	 a	 homogeneous	















































Based	 on	 insights	 from	 architecture	 and	 sociology,	 a	
combination	of	various	qualitative	 research	methods	has	
been	used	to	collect	data	about	the	use	and	the	perceptions	












drawing of the floor plan, showing the open room and the size of the sleeping 
boxes within.





















The Dwelling as a Changing Scene 
Even	 if	 TreStykker	 may	 not	
be	the	prototype	for	new	stu-
dent	 housing,	 the	 physical	
statement	 made	 on	 privacy,	
flexibility	 and	 use	 of	 space	
contribute	to	general	consid-
erations	 about	 housing	 and	
what	 housing	 could be.	 Be-
fore	moving	in,	many	expec-
tations	for	the	use	of	the	room	










occasionally,	 at	 least	 in	 the	
beginning	 to	 find	 a	 practi-




new	 room	 constellation	 was	
required	they	would	take	advantage	of	the	flexibility.	





















view on the river from the window 
of a sleeping-box.
interior of the house: storage shelf
covering one wall of the room.
sketches showing some possible arrangements.
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The Dwelling as Image Statement 
A	 building	 has	 several	 func-
tions.	First	of	all	it	is	a	protec-
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detail of the façade























































nowadays,	 and	 therefore	 time-based	 buildings	 represent	
ways	 of	 approaching	 sustainability	 and	 adaptation	 to	
changing	user	needs.	






















momentary	 independent	 and	 explorative	 lifestyle	 of	 the	
students.	 It	 is	 seen	 as	 supportive	 element	 to	 represent	 a	
lifestyle,	where	also	friends’	acceptance	plays	a	significant	
role.	
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